
Shakespeare Literature
“Macbeth”
Act 2.2-4 Name:_______________________________________

Scene 2

1. Lady Macbeth mentions a bird cawing in Act 1, scene 5. What bird is it? What bird does she 
now mention?

2. Why did Lady Macbeth not kill Duncan herself?

3. What types of things does Macbeth hear people say in their sleep?

4. What things did Macbeth bring with him that he shouldn't have? Why does he not take them 
back?

5. What is Macbeth's last line in this scene? Why do you think he says it?

Some further discussion questions:

1. Why can Macbeth not say, “Amen,” when the servants say, “God bless us”?

2. What might be significant about Lady Macbeth's continual exhortations to Macbeth to stop 
thinking about the murder?

Scene 3
1. Shakespeare often makes use of comic relief. What might be the purpose of the porter's 

“comic relief speech” that opens scene three?

2. The job of a porter is to determin the nature of those seeking entrance to a castle, deciding 
whether they should be let in or not. Here, the comic irony is that this porter is playing an 
amusing game with himself as he goes to see who is knocking at the gate. Drunk from the 
night before, he complains that his job is worse that a porter at the gates of hell. Who does 
he imagine he's letting in to hell?

a. b.

c.



6. When the porter finds Macduff at the gate, he continues joking about drunkenness and 
Macduff asks him to name the three things drunkenness provokes. What are they?

a. b. 

c.

4. As Macduff goes to waken the king, Lennox and Macbeth comment on the weather last 
night. What does Lennox report? List below the unnatural events of the night before:

a. b.

c. d.

e.

5. What do you think of Macbeth's response, “twas a rough night.”? What do you think lennox 
thinks of that response when Lennox comes back with, “My young remembrance cannot 
parallel a fellow to it.”?

6. Why do you think Lady Macbeth faints? (Note: she doesn't faint IMMEDIATELY)

7. What justification does Macbeth give for killing the guards? Why did he REALLY kill the 
guards?

8. Why do you think Malcom and Donalbain don't believe him?

Scene 4
1. Scene 4 is the reversal of scene 3. The old man comments on the terrible events of nature 

just as Lennox (who is a young man) did in sene 3. List some of the aberrations of nature 
mentioned by BOTH the old man and Lennox:

a. b. 

c.



2. What are these aberrations of nature meant to accentuate?

3. The short conversations in scene 4 are meant to act as a bridge between the first half of the 
play and the second. Summarize below the events of the first half of the play. 


